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Policy Hou 6 Affordable Housing Policy Hou 7 Inappropriate Uses in Residential Areas

Planning permission for residential development, including conversions, consisting

of 12 or more units should include provision for affordable housing amounting to

25% of the total number of units proposed. For proposals of 20 or more dwellings,

the provision should normally be on-site. Whenever practical, the affordable housing

should be integrated with the market housing.

230 Government policy states that where a shortage of affordable housing has been
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identified, this may be a material consideration for planning and should be addressed
through local development plans.

Affordable housing is defined as housing that is available for rent or for sale to
meet the needs of people who cannot afford to buy or rent the housing generally
available on the open market. Affordable housing is important in ensuring that key
workers can afford to live in the city as well as helping meet the needs of people on
low incomes.

A key aim is that affordable housing should be integrated with market housing on
the same site and should address the full range of housing need, including family
housing where appropriate. Provision on an alternative site may be acceptable where
the housing proposal is for less than 20 units or if there are exceptional circumstances.
Where planning permission is sought for specialist housing an affordable housing
contribution may not always be required depending on the nature of the specialist
housing being proposed and economic viability considerations.

Further information on affordable housing requirements is provided in planning
guidance. The details of provision, which will reflect housing need and individual site

suitability, will be a matter for agreement between the developer and the Council.

Developments, including changes of use, which would have a materially detrimental

effect on the living conditions of nearby residents, will not be permitted.

234 The intention of the policy is firstly, to preclude the introduction or intensification

of non-residential uses incompatible with predominantly residential areas and
secondly, to prevent any further deterioration in living conditions in more mixed
use areas which nevertheless have important residential functions. This policy
will be used to assess proposals for the conversion of a house or flat to a House in
Multiple Occupation (i.e. for five or more people). Further advice is set out in Council
Guidance

Policy Hou 8 Student Accommodation

Planning permission will be granted for purpose-built student accommodation

where:

a)

g
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The location is appropriate in terms of access to university and college facilities
by walking, cycling or public transport

The proposal will not result in an excessive concentration of student
accommodation (including that in the private rented sector) to an extent that
would be detrimental to the maintenance of balanced communities or to the
established character and residential amenity of the locality.

Itis preferable in principle that student needs are met as far as possible in purpose-
built and managed schemes rather than the widespread conversion of family
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